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COLOSSIANS #181  (5-26-15)    STUDY ON MARRIAGE continued.



Husbands who are not using their delegated authority from God correctly can be divided into two groups:

· Those who have abdicated their position and have taken the submissive role in marriage. 
· Those who abuse their delegated authority over their wives.

We will address the first group first. This group is probably the most prevalent in the feministic male emasculating society we live in.

My spiritual mentor, R.B. Thieme Jr., once said something of great importance that I have never forgotten: 

            “IF YOU DON’T ASSERT YOUR AUTHORITY, YOU’LL LOSE IT!”
“There are many who confuse asserting authority with demanding obedience. They are not the same thing at all. A husband not only has the right but the duty to assert his authority. In doing so, he is carrying out his responsibilities as leader of his family.  Asserting his authority includes setting policy, giving commands, and granting or refusing requests. This does not make him a tyrant or a bully; it makes him a leader.” 

Mike Smith, You’re Married, Now What? page 11.   

Many, if not most husbands today have succumbed to the incessant drumbeat from the feminists crowd who insist that all women are maltreated, wives are treated as inferior, and marriage is an institution of oppression for women. They would allege that any husband who asserts his authority is an ogre, a tyrant, and a misogynistic jerk. 
Our society has become so tainted by these pushy, obnoxious females, that this, to a large degree, is why so many husbands have become wimpy, whining subordinates to their domineering wives. Probably the most common mistake these husbands make whenever there is a disagreement or a dispute is that they cave in to the demands of their wives in order to keep the peace.  
They don’t realize the enormous price they pay when they make decisions to keep their wives happy so that there will be peace in the family rather than putting what’s best for the family first. The devastating cost of doing that is costing them the respect of their wives.  
Gentlemen, a woman cannot love a man she does not respect. 

Think about that for a moment. It is more important for a wife to respect her husband than for her to love him because she can’t love him unless she respects him. The respect comes first.

A marriage will not thrive and usually will not survive if the wife does not respect her husband or if the husband does not respect his wife. Where there is no respect, there is no trust, and when these are missing, it is a marriage in name only.

Ladies, there are many things that must be considered before you agree to marry a man. Is he handsome, smart, witty, strong, charming, funny, or rich? Of course those are not really important because they aren’t what a marriage is built on. The foundation of marriage is Respect, Trust, Communication, and AGAPE Love. For believers, God is placed at the top of this list.
A woman does not respect a man she can manipulate or control. Once a wife has lost respect for her husband, it is very difficult to be recovered. Of course wives want to get what they want, and if they have usurped the authority from their husbands, they usually will not be very willing to relinquish it back to him. 
In fact, for him to take back control or for such a wife to not get her way would make her exceedingly angry. She may be willing to do just about anything to keep the upper hand including blaming her husband for her unhappiness. There are many methods and techniques open to a wife to make life miserable for her husband in order to have him acquiesce to her desires. 
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The best thing is for husbands to never allow things to come to this, and they won’t, if they consistently and lovingly maintain their leadership role. God has given the husband authority over his wife and made him the leader over his family. If there is disharmony and chaos in the family, who does God hold responsible? The husband. Why? Because God put him in charge. 

If the wife takes over the leadership role from her husband and there is bickering, strife, and turmoil, in the family, who does God hold responsible?

Husbands who complain that their home is dysfunctional and blame their wife and/or children for it don’t get it. They are the one responsible! It’s silly for the one in charge to complain about his subordinates and blame them for things going wrong when he’s the one responsible. He has the authority to change things, not them. Complaints go up the chain of command, not down.

Wives who know that the stability of their marriage depends on the husband maintaining his leadership role, not only show respect for his position, but also require the children to do the same. 
COLOSSIANS #182  (5-28-15)
It is tempting for wives who are ignorant of this principle to try to control or manipulate their husbands. It is natural for them to be unhappy when they don’t get their way and they often get angry and blame their husband for their unhappiness. So they decide to make him pay for their unhappiness.

There are many methods and techniques available to a wife to make her husband’s life miserable so that he will sooner or later, yield to her desires. 

· Make him feel guilty

· Silent treatment

· A sour disposition

· Nagging

· Throwing a fit

· Withholding sex

· Making threats, including divorce
· Slacking off on chores
· Embarrassing him
· Shopping spree

Remember this, Gentlemen. She, not you, will answer to the Lord if she uses any of these. 
Like her, you will answer to Him if she is successful in using any of these to get her way. 
God will not bless the family where the wife rules the roost.  

However, husbands should strive to make their wives happy and give them the desires of their heart, when it appropriate and will not challenge their husbands’ integrity or the well-being of the family. Husbands should be sensitive to their wives’ wants and needs but unyielding to their efforts to manipulate.    

Biblical examples of husbands who were manipulated by their wives and paid the price:
ADAM and EVE:

Genesis 3:17  Then to Adam He said, "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, saying, 'You shall not eat from it'; Cursed is the ground because of you; In toil you will eat of it All the days of your life.

ABRAM and SARAI:  
Genesis 16:1-2   Now Sarai, Abram's wife had borne him no children, and she had an Egyptian maid whose name was Hagar.  
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2) So Sarai said to Abram, "Now behold, the LORD has prevented me from bearing children. Please go in to my maid; perhaps I will obtain children through her." And Abram listened to the voice of Sarai.
Well, you can imagine what happened. Hagar had a son and lorded it over Sarai, and of course, she was unhappy. But notice who she blamed.
Genesis 16:5   And Sarai said to Abram, "May the wrong done me be upon you.
SAMPSON and DELILAH:   Judges 14:15-17

KING AHAB and JEZEBEL:  
1 Kings 21:25     Surely there was no one like Ahab who sold himself to do evil in the sight of the LORD, because Jezebel his wife incited him. 

Job and his wife:  Fortunately, Job did not submit to his wife’s orders.
Job 2:9  …his wife said to him, "Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and die!"
KING HEROD and HERODIAS:

Mark 6:17    For Herod himself had sent and had John arrested and bound in prison on account of Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip, because he had married her.
These examples are given to encourage husbands to be their own man and not allow themselves to be manipulated by anyone. However, they should never be stubborn or indifferent to the wants and needs of their wives. 

A husband should always remember that his wife is his partner, not an underling to be bossed around or excluded from the decision making process. Her input is vital, she views issues from the feminine perspective which her husband needs to consider. Her perspective is just as important as his and only a foolish husband would ignore it. 

Objectivity is the key for both the husband and the wife. 

OBJECTIVE: adj.; not influenced by personal feelings, interpretations, prejudice; based on facts; unbiased.

SUBJECTIVE; adj.; placing excessive emphasis on one's own moods [emotions], attitudes, opinions. 

A husband who is subjective will be unfair to his wife. He will ignore her and disregard what she has to say because he is selfish. 

Rather than putting her first and sacrificially loving her, as God commands, he thinks only of himself and seldom if ever considers his wife in what he says and does. 

Unfortunately, many husbands think this is what it means to be in charge, to be head of the house. They have a “macho man” mentality that regards sensitivity, thoughtfulness, tenderness, forgiveness, inclusiveness, and humility as weakness.  
COLOSSIANS #183  (6-2-15)
They don’t show their wives the respect and honor they deserve because they don’t see them as their partner but as their inferior to be used, harassed, and intimidated. They are not truly men. They are miserable, selfish little boys in their souls.

A wife who is subjective will not submit to her husband’s authority. She will try every trick in the book to intimidate or manipulate her husband in order to get her way. But using her wiles to get her way never makes her happy because she has: 
1) Disobeyed God 
2) Disrespected her husband 
3) Been selfish 
4) Damaged the marriage
Husbands are to love their wives whether they deserve it or not just as wives are to submit to their husbands whether they deserve it or not. 
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Why? BECAUSE GOD REQUIRES IT!  Whether they deserve it has nothing to do with it.  
STOP PLAYING THE BLAME GAME 
Married couples need to stop blaming one another. When a person says that they are having difficulty in their marriage, they blame it on their spouse most of the time. It’s not fun anyway.  If married couples understood this, they would stop retaliating and justifying their bad behavior towards their spouse. So what if your spouse is not fulfilling their role in the marriage? Does that give you the right to stop fulfilling yours? 
Blaming someone else for your misery won’t make you happy. On the contrary, it’s a way you give yourself permission to stay angry and embittered towards them.  Your marriage will die if you don’t stop blaming your spouse while making excuses for yourself.  

Blaming your spouse doesn’t help, it makes matters worse. What does help is to: 

1)   Acknowledge to God any sins towards them, 

2)   Pray for them, 

3)   Fulfill your marital role.

HUSBANDS’ Fundamental Role: 

· Be the head of your household under God

· Love your wife as Christ loves the church

· Protect your wife and children

· Provide for them 

· Communicate with them

· Provide for your wife’s physical and emotional needs

WIVES’ Fundamental Role:

· Submit to your husband’s authority

· Respect his position as head of the household

· Help him, support him, and encourage him

· Communicate with him

· Provide for his physical and emotional needs

· Nurture the children

· Turn the house into a home

God holds the husband responsible for setting his house in order. He must do it in a firm, fair, and loving manner. He, no doubt, will receive resistance from his wife; she probably will get angry and may even choose to leave him rather than submit to him. But he is not responsible for her defiance or rebellion. Whether she leaves him or not, she will acquire something that she did not have before. Respect for her husband

And now, that respect makes it easier for her to submit to him which is what the Lord requires of her anyway. If she does, the Lord will bless her and the marriage. If she leaves or divorces her husband because he has taken the leadership role over his family, God will punish her and bless her husband.

Husbands who abuse the authority God gave them over their wives:

Husbands are to exercise loving leadership, not dictatorial dominion. This shouldn’t have to be said, but it does. A husband is NEVER to hit his wife or to use violence against her in any way! One who does is a pathetic coward. 

A husband, however, does have the right to defend himself if his wife physically attacks him but only defensively, never aggressively. 

Husbands who oppress their wives are fools. They kill the goose that lays the golden eggs. 
How can she respond to a bully? 
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Typically, a wife will respond to her husband’s love, thoughtfulness, and tender care by giving him love, support, help, encouragement, and affection. These can only be voluntarily given; they can never be forced or gained when demanded.
The same is true for submission. The husband cannot demand submission from his wife; it can only be voluntarily given. And the husband who demands it is less likely to get it.   

So what if the husband exercises his authority in a legitimate way and the wife refuses to submit? 

· He is not required to make her obey.

· She, not him, is responsible to God for her disobedience.

· He is not required to tolerate her disobedience.

· He doesn’t have to compete with her for the authority in the home, he already has it.

· As head of the house, he is authorized to carry out his policies. He is to do so in a firm, fair, and lovingly way whether she agrees with them or not, or obeys them or not.

COLOSSIANS #184  (6-4-15)
Males are born but men are made. Both parents should give their son wise Biblical counsel about what it means to be a real man, and the father should set the example as to what that means. 
A real man is not a “macho man”. He needs to be taught that it isn’t unmanly to:

· Be sensitive and tender

· Apologize

· Clean the house

· Change diapers

· Cook

He needs to be taught: 

· To have courage and not surrender to fear

· How to be responsible 

· How to be a good leader

· How to love and respect a woman 

· How to be a man that can be trusted

· To spend time with his family and not neglect them

· When to be firm and when to be flexible

· The importance of humility and self-discipline

· About priorities: God and Bible doctrine should always come first.
· He is not to be overbearing, critical, or bitter in the use of his authority.
Colossians 3:19    Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them.

Do not be embittered; ME do not, neg. particle  +  PIKRAINO v. ppm; to make bitter.

“The form of this Gr. verb is better translated “stop being bitter,” or “do not have the habit of being bitter.” Husbands must not be harsh or angrily resentful toward their wives.”
The MacArthur Study Bible, electronic ed. (Nashville, TN: Word Pub., 1997), 1839.

Husbands who are unkind or abuse their wives are embittered against them. They try to excuse their harsh treatment towards their wives because they do not meet their expectations. Just for the record, no wife deserves harsh treatment or abuse.

Ephesians 5:25    Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her …

Ephesians 5:28-29    So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; 29) for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church.
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Not only does bitterness spoil the relationship with your spouse, it also spoils your relationship with God. It is a Mental Attitude Sin (MAS) that puts us at odds with Him. We must not delude ourselves to think that we are right with God if we are embittered or hate anyone, especially our spouse.

1 John 4:20    If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.

Yes, bitterness is a devastating sin that sours our soul and keeps happiness and joy out of our reach. Holding a grudge against someone poisons the relationship so that it can’t flourish or be enjoyed. Let it go, forget it and see what happens.

Love between a husband and wife just doesn’t happen by chance. It must be cultivated in order to grow and even to survive. Whose responsibility is it to make that happen? The husband’s. 
I’m not talking about buying her presents on her birthday or taking her somewhere special on your anniversary, I’m talking about every day doing something that makes her feel special, someone who is loved. 
 LITTLE THINGS MEAN A LOT
Blow me a kiss from across the room. Say I look nice when I’m not,
Touch my hair as you pass my chair. Little things mean a lot.

Give me your arm as we cross the street. Call me at six on the dot.
A line a day when you’re far away. Little things mean a lot.

You don’t have to have to buy me diamond or pearls…champagne, sables &  such.
I never cared much for diamonds and pearls, cause honestly, Honey, they just cost money.
Give me a hand when I’ve lost my way. Give me your shoulder to cry on.
Whether the day is bright or gray, give me your heart to rely on.
Send me the warmth of a secret smile, to show me you haven’t forgot.
That always and ever, now and forever, little things mean a lot
 “Wives, like tender and sensitive flowers (cf. 1 Peter 3:7), may wilt under authoritarian dominance but blossom with tender loving care. So in a maturing marriage the husband exercises compassionate care and his wife responds in willing submission to this loving leadership.’ 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 683.    

END OF STUDY ON MARRIAGE

COLOSSIANS #185  (6-9-15)    SUBMISSION OF CHILDREN
Colossians 3:20   Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord.
We continue with instructions to family members. This time, children receive their marching orders. 

Be obedient, HUPAKOUO (ὑπακούω), v. pam; to follow instructions, to harken to a command, or to be obedient. Paul used this same word in the same form when he wrote to the Ephesians.
Ephesians 6:1-3    Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  2) HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER (which is the first commandment with a promise,), 3) SO THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH YOU, AND THAT YOU MAY LIVE LONG ON THE EARTH [Ex. 20:12].

Some of the scriptures in the O.T. demonstrate how serious God is about children obeying their parents and showing them proper respect:
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Exodus 21:15   He who strikes his father or his mother shall surely be put to death.

Exodus 21:17   "He who curses his father or his mother shall surely be put to death.

Leviticus 20:9    If there is anyone who curses his father or his mother, he shall surely be put to death; he has cursed his father or his mother, his bloodguiltiness is upon him.

Deuteronomy 27:16   ‘Cursed is he who dishonors his father or mother.' And all the people shall say, 'Amen.'

Proverbs 20:20   He who curses his father or his mother, his lamp will go out in time of darkness.

Proverbs 30:17   The eye that mocks a father and scorns a mother, the ravens of the valley will pick it out, and the young eagles will eat it.

Deuteronomy 21:18-21   "If any man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not obey his father or his mother, and when they chastise him, he will not even listen to them,  19) then his father and mother shall seize him, and bring him out to the elders of his city at the gateway of his hometown.  20) "They shall say to the elders of his city, 'This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious, he will not obey us, he is a glutton and a drunkard.'  21) "Then all the men of his city shall stone him to death; so you shall remove the evil from your midst, and all Israel will hear of it and fear.

Proverbs 13:24   He who withholds his rod hates his son, but he who loves him disciplines him diligently.
Proverbs 29:15    The rod and reproof give wisdom, but a child who gets his own way brings shame to his mother.

Children are to obey their parents in all things. This is a general admonition to children that their parents have authority over every area of their lives. That means that children have no right to tell their parents, “That’s none of your business!” Everything in a child’s life is his parent’s business. 

Children are to follow the rules and be respectful of their teachers and administrators at school. But parent’s authority over their children exceeds that of the school’s authority and over State’s authority unless a child has committed a crime or there is substantial proof of parents abusing their children.

Having authority over their children in all things does not mean that parental authority is unlimited. If a parent tells his child to do something immoral or unlawful, the child is not obliged to obey because he answers to an authority higher than his parents… God. However, if a child fears retribution for not obeying, he should seek protection from other adult family members or from the police. By the way, this applies to a wife who is being abused by her husband as well.

It is well-pleasing to the Lord for children to obey their parents. Sometimes people forget about their children’s relationship with God and the fact that when they disobey their parents, they disobey God as well. Children need to be taught that they are not only accountable to their father and mother. They are also accountable to God. 

Sometimes children ask their parents, “Why can’t I?” and the parent says, “Because I said so!” That answer may be fine in some cases but children need to know that it’s also because God says so. They need to learn that they are answerable to a higher authority than their parents. This helps children from straying off course when their parents aren’t around. Parents are not always with their children every moment of the day, but God is.

This also helps them develop a relationship with God. Most Christian parents realize the importance of giving their children the gospel but then fail to emphasize the importance of God in their lives after they are born again.

Children desperately need to be taught the importance of acknowledging their sins to God and to communicate with Him daily. Teaching children that they are ultimately responsible to God is helpful in other ways as well.
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Sometimes children think that their parents are wrong so they shouldn’t have to obey them. They are correct. Sometimes parents are wrong, and that is when it is critical for children to realize they are still required to obey them. Why? Because God requires it! 
God does not command children to only obey their parents when they are right. They are to obey them whether they are right or wrong, or whether they agree with them or not. God is very pleased with children who obey parents they disagree with in order to obey Him and please Him. Those children are greatly blessed by God. By the way, this applies to a wife who obeys her husband when she disagrees with him. She is greatly blessed by God.
GOOD CHILDREN
1.
The Lord is with them, 1 Sam. 3:19.
2.
Know the Scriptures. They recognize BD, 2 Tim. 3:15-17.
3.
Observe the law of God, Prov. 28:7.
4.
Their obedience to parents is well-pleasing to God, Col. 3:20.
5.
Partake of the promises of God, Acts 2:39.
6.
Shall be blessed, Prov. 3:1-5; Eph. 6:2, 3.
7.
Show love to parents, Gen. 46:29.
8.
Obey parents, Gen. 28:7; 47:30.
9.
Attend to parental teaching, Prov. 13:1.
10.
Love their parents and take care of them, Gen. 45:9, 11; 47:12, 1 Tim. 5:8.
11.
Make their parents’ hearts glad, Prov. 10:1; 29:17.
12.
Honor the aged, Job 32:6, 7.
13.
Are motived to submit to God, Heb. 12:9.
14.
Have a humble, teachable spirit akin to those in heaven, Mt. 18:4.  A spirit of humility is a requisite for the kingdom of heaven, Mt. 18:3.
2 Timothy 3:1-2    But realize this, that in the last days, difficult times will come.  2) For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents …

Those of us who are senior citizens have noticed a pronounced decline in the respect and obedience that children show their parents.
COLOSSIANS #186  (6-11-15)    SUBMISSION OF CHILDREN continued
It’s natural for children to want to get their way but they must realize that there are boundaries and it is the parent’s responsibility to enforce them. When they fail to it, life in the home becomes anything but pleasant.

Boundaries for children must be set and enforced at a very young age. There are families where a three or four year old child controls the family. If they don’t get their way, they throw a fit and scream at the top of their lungs. Instead of going out to eat or to visit friends, the family stays at home so they won’t be embarrassed when the little spoiled brat, or brats, throws a fit. They don’t care if their family is embarrassed or if they make life miserable for everyone and long as they get their way.

It is mainly the husband’s fault when children rule the roost because God put him in charge so he is responsible when his family becomes dysfunctional. It’s best when a husband and wife work as a team in enforcing the rules. They should support one another in that effort and never argue about discipline issues in front of their children.

Juvenile Delinquency Statistics in US:    http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/juvenile/stats/basic.html    
“In 1999, law enforcement officers arrested an estimated 2.5 million juveniles. Approximately 104,000 of these arrests were for violent crimes. The most common offense was larceny-theft.
Juveniles accounted for 16% percent of all violent crime arrests and 32% of all property crime arrests in 1999. They accounted for 54% of all arson arrests, 42% of vandalism arrests, 31% 
of larceny-theft arrests, and 33% of burglary arrests.”
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The importance of teaching children respect for authority and holding them responsible for their behavior is demonstrated in 1 Sam. 3:10-18, and 4:1-18. 

Colossians 3:21   Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they will not lose heart.

Exasperate, ERITHIZO (ἐρεθίζω), v. pam; to cause someone to react in a way that suggests acceptance of a challenge, arouse, provoke mostly in bad sense irritate, or embitter.
“Fathers. The word technically refers to male parents, but was also used of parents in general. Since Paul had been speaking of both parents (vv. 1–3) he probably had both in mind here. In the pagan world of Paul’s day, and even in many Jewish households, most fathers ruled their families with rigid and domineering authority. The desires and welfare of wives and children were seldom considered. The apostle makes clear that a Christian father’s authority over his children does not allow for unreasonable demands and strictures that might drive his children to anger, despair, and resentment.
“Training and admonition of the Lord. This calls for systematic discipline and instruction, which brings children to respect the commands of the Lord as the foundation of all of life, godliness, and blessing. Cf. Prov. 13:24; Heb. 12:5-11.” 
John MacArthur Jr., ed., The MacArthur Study Bible, electronic ed. (Nashville, TN: Word Pub., 1997), 1814.
There are basically three ways that father’s exasperate their children: 

1)  Being too strict 

2)  Being too lenient 

3)  Being absent fathers, not giving them the attention they deserve.

Being too strict is a harsh attitude of expecting beyond what is considered normal or achievable. It is so discouraging trying to live up to strict parents’ demands. Succeeding is not even enjoyable. Children finally give up trying to please them. There is nothing wrong with setting high standards and goals, but they must be reasonable and achievable with lots of praise and encouragement along the way so that children enjoy reaching them.

It can’t be stressed enough how important it is for children to receive the parents’ encouragement and reassurance when they have done a good job rather than being threated and bullied into doing itl. So many fathers think they can get what they want out of their children through fear and intimidation, but it never works. Children usually wind up hating them. 

All people react to intimidation and respond to motivation. Yes motivation works! It is amazing what children or even you can do when you have an incentive to do something. And being encouraged and reassured that you can do it and then being PRAISED when you do makes you want to pull out all the stops and succeed again at other things. 

Children can become unstoppable. What happens when parents tell their children they can do anything in life they want to? They believe them, and that “I can do it!” spirit of confidence is invaluable to them the rest of their lives.    

Fathers who intimidate their children rarely ever praise them no matter what they accomplish or how hard they try. So the kids give up because they know that they will never do anything that will please their father. However, smart fathers praise their children, not only for achieving their goals, but also for their effort when they try their hardest. 

By the way, God is a motivator. He gives us an incentive to be good and faithful servants by offering us rewards, decorations, and crowns if we trust and obey Him to the end. Of course we aren’t perfect in our trust and obedience, but He still rewards us for our consistent effort.

There is a danger that children will become discouraged, angry, and exasperated if they are constantly criticized. When they never receive praise, they will believe they are losers, that they are not valuable, will stop trying to achieve or take risks, give up, and carry a quilt complex around with them for the rest of their lives.  
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Fathers who are too strict are often unfair or unreasonable when they discipline their children. It is not uncommon for them to break the first and primary rule when disciplining children: 

Never discipline your child in ager!  

Discipline should match the infraction. The child should already know what to expect for each and every infraction, and the discipline should be fair and firm. 

Parents can be too inflexible. Children will rebel if there are too many rigid rules. There may be some extenuating circumstances that may allow a parent to bend the rules a bit if certain conditions are met. Use your authority but don’t smother them with it.

COLOSSIANS #187  (6-16-15)    SUBMISSION OF CHILDREN continued
Fathers Who Are Too Lenient can hurt their children just as much as fathers who are too strict. Children who get by with murder and are not held accountable by their parents become insecure and angry. 
They are insecure because it is the enforcement of rules and being held accountable that makes a child feel secure. When those rules are missing, the child makes decisions he isn’t mature enough to make; he is not mature enough to take accountability for them; he can’t handle the repercussions of bad ones; he is always getting into trouble; people don’t like him; and that makes him angry, hateful, insecure, and even more disrespectful authority. 

When parents enforce the rules and make the decisions, the child feels secure because he knows his parents love him. They take responsibility for the decisions made, not him, and all he has to do is obey them. He may be angry for not getting his way, but it will only be temporary. The end result is that he will respect his parents and eventually come to love them because respect always precedes love. He will also learn to love others and be thoughtful of their rights, privacy, and property. Good rules include teaching children good manners: thoughtfulness and consideration of others. Without rules and boundaries, children do not learn to show respect for others and their property.
Children come to resent parents who let them do anything they want to and do not hold them accountable whenever they are arrogant and disrespectful. This deplorable attitude they develop causes them much pain because the rest of the world will not put up with it. But the rebellious child is not the only one who suffers. His family suffers as well because his father allows him to nullify his authority and fails to put his house in order.

Children need supervision and help, but when their parents allow them to do whatever they want to, 

they receive neither supervision nor help. God holds parents responsible for such dereliction of duty. 

Absent Fathers are too busy to spent time with their families, especially their children. Children require attention, and attention in this context is spelled   T  I  M  E. 

Fathers have a lot on their plate and that heavy load of responsibility can cause them to neglect their children.  Of course, their main responsibility is to protect their families and provide for them, but fathers are also responsible to give their children enough time and attention in order to rear them properly.  

We are not talking about “quality time” squeezed in here and there but a “quantity” of quality time. All time that the father spends with his children should be quality time. He should be teaching them, training them, encouraging them, praising them, correcting them, laughing with them, and really communicating with them whenever he is with them. That is quality time and it can’t be rushed.

If a father doesn’t give his children the attention they deserve, they will seek it from someone else, or they will try to get it by misbehaving. 

Not counting God, family should be the highest priority of fathers. When having a little time off, many fathers play golf, go fishing, or hang out with the guys instead of spending time with their families. There is nothing wrong with those things until they come between a father and his family. 
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Some fathers would say, “Why go home and spend time with a nagging wife and a mob of ankle-biting, curtain-climbing, rug-rats?” Well who is responsible for that home being in that condition, huh? He is! 
Now the question is, what is he going to do about it? Is he going to run away and blame everything on those who are suffering because of his lack of leadership? Will he be a jerk and throw his weight around, shouting at everybody? Or is he going to be a man who leads with integrity, fairness, and love and set his house in order?  

Some children become exasperated with their fathers, not because they are neglected, but because they are pushed into doing things they have no interest in. Their fathers try to live their lives and fulfill the dreams and aspirations of their past through their children. 

Most children want to please their parents and will try hard to excel in something that they have no interest in to please their father. Much damage is done to a child and to the family when a father tries to live his life vicariously through his children.

VICARIOUSLY defined:

1. Performed, exercised, received, or suffered in place of another: vicarious punishment.

2. Taking the place of another person or thing; acting or serving as a substitute. 

3. Felt or enjoyed through imagined participation in the experience of others.

Parents need to find out what their children are interested in and encourage them to pursue their ambitions with gusto and vigor.  Parents should ASPIRE to INSPIRE before they EXPIRE.
COLOSSIANS #188  (6-23-15)    SUBMISSION OF CHILDREN continued
Colossians 3:21   Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they will not lose heart.

Lose heart, ATHUMEO  ἀθυμέω), v. pas; to become disheartened, lose motivation, be discouraged, lose heart, or become dispirited. This is the only time this word appears in the N.T

Teenagers especially need encouragement. They try to adapt to their bodies changing and figure out where they fit in in life. They often feel awkward, unsure, and discouraged so they have a tremendous need for love, guidance, and encouragement. 

They need to be taught that failing is an important part of learning and it is necessary towards being successful. Everyone fails at one time or another. The ones who learn from their mistakes and press on are the ones who are successful. Children who don’t learn these truths often fail to try new things because they associate failing with being a failure. The true failure is the one who always plays it safe and never tries out of fear of failure. He acquires an “I can’t” or an “I won’t” attitude. But even worse is living without God in your life and never going to Him for help each and every day.
We need a “Can do” spirit but it has to come from a dependence on God or it is worthless. An attitude that I can do anything without depending on God is arrogant and foolish. 

Philippians 4:13    I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.

There is no lasting success apart from the success that God gives.

“Human beings can achieve many things, though any achievement which disregards God is futile. God always achieves what he intends. Anything of eternal value needs God-given resources.” 
Dictionary of Bible Themes: The Accessible and Comprehensive Tool for Topical Studies

Colossians 3:22    Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external service, as those who merely please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord.

Slaves, DOULOS δοῦλος), n. vpm; male slave as an entity in a socioeconomic context; slave. DOULE is a female slave.
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At first glance, it would appear that this verse really doesn’t apply to us in America in the 21st century because slavery does not exist here now, at least not legally. Well the social classes may not apply to us today but the principles behind them do.

Most Americans would be highly offended by this verse and take issue with it because it commands slaves to obey their masters. They believe that the Bible should be teaching the abolition of slavery, not commanding slaves to obey their masters! 

The problem is that their understanding of this verse comes from the politically correct programming that exists today instead of how things worked back when this was written. Slavery was an accepted part of society at that time.

 It could be the greedy or the dominant controlling the weak bringing out the worst in people in the worst of living conditions as happened to the Israelites under Egyptian slavery. Or it could mean that the uneducated, those without families, and the poor could indenture themselves and pay their debts off or become slaves in order to receive food, clothing, and shelter. Indentured servitude existed then and it exists now, both the voluntarily type and the involuntarily.

No subject [slavery] has been more generally misunderstood or more persistently misrepresented.” -   ~ Jefferson Davis ~
If 100 Americans were asked it slavery is a sin, probably 99, or maybe all 100 would say “Yes”. However one can search the Bible and never see it calling slavery a sin.

But this verse doesn’t mean that God approves of slavery any more than He approves of divorce. The practice is part of the human condition after the fall, so the Bible gives directions on how to address slavery correctly without anyone being hurt.  In some cases, divorce is legitimate and sometimes it us not. The same is true for slavery.
To understand the biblical position on slavery one has to take into account that God had instructions not only for slaves, but also for their masters.
Colossians 4:1   Masters, grant to your slaves justice and fairness, knowing that you too have a Master in heaven.    
“Slave labor played a minor economic role in the ancient Near East, for privately owned slaves functioned more as domestic servants than as an agricultural or industrial labor force. The chief source of crown and temple slaves was captives of war (1 Kings 9:21; Num. 31:25-47; Josh. 9:23), while that of private slaves was defaulting debtors and their families (Exod. 22:2; 2 Kings 4:1) or indigents who resorted to voluntary self-sale (Lev. 25:39; Exod. 21:5-6; Deut.15:16-17)… 
“Although the Bible acknowledges the slave’s status as the property of the master (Exod. 21:32; Lev. 25:46), it seeks to restrict the master’s power over the slave. The master was punished for excessive use of authorized force leading to the immediate death or permanent maiming of the slave (Exod. 21:20, 25-26). The slave was part of the master’s household (Lev. 22:11) and was required to rest on the Sabbath (Exod. 20:10; Deut. 5:14) and to participate in religious observances (Gen. 17:13; Exod. 12:44; Lev. 22:11; Deut. 12:12, 18; 16:11, 14).  The servitude of a Hebrew debt-slave was limited to six years (Exod. 21:2; Deut. 15:12; Jer. 34:14). Upon manumission, slaves were to receive gifts (Deut. 15:14) to enable them economically to maintain their new freedom.” 
Paul J. Achtemeier, Harper & Row and Society of Biblical Literature, Harper’s Bible Dictionary (San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1985), 959.

Well the social stations may not apply to us but the principles behind them do.

Indentured servitude (a type of slavery) existed then and it exists today.  An indentured servant contracts to work for another person for a definite period of time, usually to pay off a debt.

COLOSSIANS #189  (6-25-15)  
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Notes from Pastor Mike’s 1-20-04 Series called:

DECEPTION  OR  DOCTRINE

INTRODUCTION:                                                     
1. What we believe matters, and the accuracy of the information that we receive depends on the source of that information.  Most people formulate their beliefs on popular notions that seem plausible on the surface but are often flawed underneath.

2. There was a time when the majority of people believed the popular notion that the world was flat and that “bleeding” a person would cure his illness.

3. Most of the information people receive today is from media sources and has been run through the filter of liberal spin artists.  The words used are carefully chosen in order to influence listeners and readers to adopt their liberal agenda.       

4. The only source of information that is always completely accurate and that never changes, of course, is God Himself.  Not only is His Word accurate and immutable, it is also alive, powerful, and is superior to all other information.  God’s Word changes us, we don’t change it!

5. Most people have flawed thinking because they depend on sources other than God for their instruction.  

a. Almost from the beginning of time, man developed belief systems apart from God.

b. Stars were given specific names by God and grouped together in constellations.  Later elaborate stories were developed identifying stars with mythological characters who were    worshiped as gods. 

6. Below are a few popular modern-day notions that the majority of people embrace that are based on myths:

a. The Jews are occupying the homeland of the Palestinians.
b. The Civil War was fought over the issue of slavery.

c.  Any view contrary to evolution is not scientific or accurate.

d.  Homosexuality is a bona fide, alternative lifestyle. 

e. The United Nations is an international organization committed to world peace.

f. The Democratic or Republican party will give us smaller gov. and solve our problems.

g. There is a real possibility for peace between the Jews and the Arabs.

h. Our country was founded on the principle of separation of church and state.

7. The consequences of living a life based on such lies can be devastating, but the worst lie of all is that we must work our way to heaven.
8. We will look closer at a few of these myths and dispel them with both secular and biblical facts.   This can be a bumpy road to go down because most people are comfortable with what they believe and do not want anyone rocking the boat. However, the important thing to remember is what our Lord said, 
John 8:32   …“you shall know the truth, and the truth will set you free."

EXPOSING MYTHS ABOUT SLAVERY 

150 years after the South’s War for Independence, Americans still struggle with racial issues, and tensions still exist because ignorance yet prevails about the issue of slavery. 
“No subject [slavery] has been more generally misunderstood or more persistently misrepresented”                                ~ Jefferson Davis ~
 A litany of contemporary ills:

1.  Segregation, integration, forced bussing, civil rights movement, race riots of the 60’s, the Rodney King incident, and the O.J. Simpson trial.
2.  Government housing projects, affirmative action, NAACP, the Black Caucus, and reparations.

3.  H.R. 891 is a bill before congress right now that would establish a commission to study the issue of reparations.
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4.  In 1995, the Southern Baptist Convention passed the infamous Racial Reconciliation   

Resolution which desecrated the good name and honor of deceased Southern Christians for their supposed “sins” of slavery and racism.
5.  The popular trend today is to lay the ills of black people on “the legacy of slavery” such as:  
a)  The fact that there are more black males in prison than in college,  
b)  68%-80% of black babies are born out of wedlock 
c)  The leading cause of death among black males is murder by other black males.

5. Because ignorance concerning slavery still abides, a distorted view of the South has developed which demands that everything Southern, flags, heroes, monuments, plantations, and holidays, are subject to condemnation.

6. No longer are Southern armies characterized as fighting to defend home and family from an invader.  Now they are depicted as fighting to promote slavery.

7. The incessant drum beat proclaiming that slavery was a vicious evil and a damnable sin has caused many if not most blacks to acquire a sense of entitlement, thinking of themselves as victims deserving special treatment.

8. If anyone dare question the radical abolitionists’ politically correct view that slavery is an evil and a vicious sin, he would immediately be branded as a racist bigot and receive the wrath of the media, academia, and churches throughout America.

10.  Americans have received such a steady diet of fiction concerning slavery that these lies are now considered truth.  “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” and “Roots” are fiction.   What we need are facts if we are to be on the right side of this issue.

FACTS:
1. Enslaving innocent people against their will is a result of the fall of man and has existed in the world since that time.  

a) “The idea of slavery was so deeply ingrained in man that no one questioned its propriety.  All nations either endured or enjoyed it.”  ~ A.O. Sherrard ~    Freedom From Fear
b) Historically, whenever one society conquered another society, the captives were considered trophies of war and disposed of as slaves.

2. Slavery carried little or no moral revulsion in the ancient world.  Slavery was never confined to one race.  Vikings enslaved Europeans, Romans enslaved Germans and Greeks, the English enslaved the Scots and Irish, Moslems enslaved Christians, and Christians enslaved Moslems.

3. Arabs enslaved Negroes, white men enslaved Indians, Indians enslaved white men, Indians enslaved Indians, Negroes enslaved Negroes, and on and on it went, ad infinitum.  Africans in Africa sold fellow blacks to Europeans, and thousands of blacks owned slaves during the entire course of slavery in America.

4. Slavery also was practiced by people who held divergent religious beliefs including the Puritans, Quakers, Catholics, and Christians.

5. According to the Oxford World Dictionary, the English word “slave” is derived from the word “Slav”, a Caucasian ethnic group.  These people were so often taken into slavery by conquering armies of the Ottoman Empire that from the name “Slav” grew the word “slave”.

6. Slavery existed in New York 117 years before slaves were sold in the South.  Slavery was not an invention of the South, in fact, the first attempt to bring about the abolition of slavery was instituted in 1817 with the founding of the American Colonization Society which was organized by slaveholders in the South.

7. The majority of people from both the North and the South believed that emancipation of slaves could not be accomplished without deporting the Africans after they were set free. The prevalent view of society at large was that the blacks were racially inferior.

8. The driving force behind slavery was an economic imperative, not racial bias. There was a great demand for manpower to carve nations out of the wilderness of the Western Hemisphere.
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9.  From 1640 to 1820, more than four times as many Africans as Europeans were brought to the Western Hemisphere and of this total, only 6% were brought to the United States.  94% were taken to Cuba, Brazil, and islands of the Caribbean.

9. Slavery existed in America for a period of 244 years (1641-1865). 135 years of that period were under the rule of Great Britain (1641-1776), and 89 years were under the rule of the United States (1776-1885).

10. There are three separate areas in the Constitution of the united nation-States which recognized slavery and allowed it to continue to flourish.   

Article I, Section 2:  Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which may be included within this Union, according to their respective numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the whole number of free persons, including those bound to service for a term of years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other persons.

Article I, Section 9:   The migration or importation of such persons as any of the States now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by Congress prior to the Year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a tax or duty may be imposed on such importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each person. SEE AMERICAN HISTORY
Article IV, Section 2:  No person held to service or labor in one State, under the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in consequence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such service or labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to whom such service or labor is due.
COLOSSIANS #190  (6-30-15)    
SLAVERY AND THE BIBLE
1. God desires all men and nations to be free but allows slavery to exist as an expression of man’s negative volition toward His revealed Word.   When God gave the law to Moses, slavery was already a part of the human experience, so the Mosaic Law addressed the issue.  But this does not mean that slavery was God’s original intention.
Though slavery was permitted under the Mosaic Law with certain restrictions, even Gentile slaves were given some protection, such as rest on the Sabbath. Ex. 20:10; Deut. 5:14, and prohibition of mistreatment, Ex. 21:20-21; Deut. 23:15-16, BKC.
2. God’s Word deals with issues such as freedom and slavery, marriage and divorce, so that man will have divine instruction to handle such issues.   
Slavery is no more a sin than divorce is, as long as those involved follow God’s laws.
The Bible regulates and therefore mediates the evils associated with slavery, but does not condemn it as a sin. God cannot associate with sin: therefore, the regulation of slavery proves that it is no sin. 

If no Bible verse is found that condemns slavery as a sin, are we to take the word of modern day abolitionists that it is? Did you ever notice that slavery is found in the tenth Commandment, but it is not condemned but covetousness is? Abolitionists denounce and vilify all slaveholders but the apostles never did.

Abraham had both male and female slaves (Hagar). God did not condemn him for this, He even entered into a covenant with him and rather than requiring him to liberate his slaves, he required him to have them circumcised, Gen. 17:12-13. 

Still there are many today who constantly rehash accounts of slave abuse but that no more proves that slavery is a sin in itself than rehashing accounts of wife abuse proves that marriage in itself is sinful. The following is from the introduction of the book of Philemon from the IVP Bible Background Commentary: 







  




 COL. 3, pg. 202

“Slavery and the Setting of Philemon. Like all other slave law, Roman law had to address the dual status of slaves: by nature they were persons, but from an economic standpoint they were disposed of as property… Slaves composed a large part of the agricultural work force in parts of the Empire (e.g., Italy); they competed with free peasants for the same work. The mine slaves had the worst life, dying quickly under the harsh conditions of the mines. But slaves were found in all professions and generally had more opportunity for social advancement than free peasants [and]… were able to work for and achieve freedom, and some freed slaves became independently wealthy. This social mobility applied especially to the household slaves—the only kind of slave addressed in Paul’s writings. Economically, socially, and with regard to freedom to determine their future, these slaves were better off than most free persons in the Roman Empire; most free persons were rural peasants working as tenant farmers on the vast estates of wealthy landowners.

“A few philosophers said that slaves were equals as people, but they never suggested that masters should free their slaves. Nearly everyone took the institution of slavery for granted, except a few people who purportedly said that it was ‘against nature’; their views were so unpopular that they survived only in the critique of their enemies. Paul’s message to Philemon goes beyond other documents of his time in not only pleading for clemency for an escaped slave but asking that he be released because he is now a Christian… 

“Slaves, especially skilled or educated males, were often sent on errands and trusted as agents with their masters’ property. Such slaves could sometimes earn enough money on the side to buy their freedom (although their earnings legally belonged to their master, they were normally permitted to control the money themselves); still, some took the opportunity of an errand to escape. Because a safe escape required them to get far away from where their master lived (in the case Paul addresses here, from Phrygia to Rome), they might take some of their master’s money with them. (Such theft is probably the point of v. 18, but Paul might there account for the possibility that Philemon wants repayment for Onesimus himself. From the standpoint of ancient slave owners, the lost time of an escaped slave was lost money and was legally viewed as stolen property, to which one harboring him was liable. But more important, slaves themselves were not cheap, and Philemon might have already bought another slave to replace him.) Recapture normally meant severe punishment.

“Old Testament law required harboring escaped slaves (*Deut 23:15–16), but Roman law required Paul to return Onesimus to his master, with serious penalties if he failed to do so. Paul uses his relationship with Philemon to seek Onesimus’s release: in a standard ‘letter of recommendation’, one would plead with someone of equal (or sometimes lower) status on behalf of someone of lower status. Paul was not Philemon’s equal socially or economically, but as his spiritual father he had grounds to claim the equality that characterized ancient friendship.”
Craig S. Keener, The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1993), Phm.
Deuteronomy 23:15-16  "You shall not hand over to his master a slave who has escaped from his master to you.  16) "He shall live with you in your midst, in the place which he shall choose in one of your towns where it pleases him; you shall not mistreat him.

“We cannot suppose that this law required the Israelites to entertain slaves who had robbed their masters, or left their service without cause; but such only as were cruelly treated, and fled to them for protection, especially from the neighboring nations. To such they were commanded to afford shelter, and show great kindness; both in order to recommend their religion, and to give them an opportunity of learning it.” 
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Jerome H. Smith, The New Treasury of Scripture Knowledge: The Most Complete Listing of Cross References Available Anywhere- Every Verse, Every Theme, Every Important Word (Nashville TN: Thomas Nelson, 1992), 221.

3. TYPES OF SLAVERY:   [* 4 are Biblically allowed]
Personal Slavery:  The ownership of one person over another.  
Temporary voluntary servitude *:  Indentured servants; a way to aid the poor and give them an opportunity to get back on their feet,  Ex. 21:2-4, Lev. 25:35-43, Deut. 15:12-18.
The period of enslavement for a Hebrew slave was not to exceed six years and a slave who was married at the time of his enslavement would keep his wife but if the marriage took place during the period of slavery, the wife and children belonged to the master Ex. 21:2-5.
Deuteronomy 15:13-14   When you set him free, you shall not send him away empty-handed.  14) "You shall furnish him liberally from your flock and from your threshing floor and from your wine vat; you shall give to him as the LORD your God has blessed you.

Permanent Voluntary servitude *:  For those who choose security rather than freedom, Ex. 21:3-6, Deut. 15:16-18. 
Deuteronomy 15:18   It shall not seem hard to you when you set him free, for he has given you six years with double the service of a hired man; so the LORD your God will bless you in whatever you do.

The master should realize that it would have cost him at least twice as much if he had hired someone for six years.

Temporary involuntary slavery *:   A thief that could not make restitution was sold into slavery until he worked off the amount required for his freedom, Ex. 22:1-4.
Enslaving foreigners *:   Israelites could acquire slaves from pagan countries and from foreigners residing in Israel, Lev. 25:44-46.
